
 

Did you know 
  

that you can find this  
and previous editions  

of our newsletter 
on our website?  

www.kenley-rafa.org.uk 
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next newsletter due  mid July  
until then get updates from our website 

www.kenley-rafa.org.uk 

Events  

Diary 

 

 Sat  23rd June, 12:00 noon 

RAFA Portcullis Club 
Fish n’ Chips Lunch (Wings) 
To register please call Cynthia 
Roach on 020 86683408 

 Sun  1st July, 12:00 noon 

Old Coulsdon 
Grange Park Fair  
We will be present with our stall 

 Sun 19th August, 13:00 
Kenley Tribute 
Hardest Day Commemorations  

 Sun 16th September, 10:45 
St Luke’s Church 

Battle of Britain 
Commemorations 

 Sun 16th September, 13:00 

Kenley Tribute 
Battle of Britain 
Commemorations 

 Sat  13th October, 12:00 noon 

RAFA Portcullis Club 
Fish n’ Chips Lunch (Welfare) 
To register please call Vera Harvey 
on 01883 344145 
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Remembrance “Frankfurt-Style” 

As part of the LUMINALE, a bi-annual event which illuminates Frankfurt’s 

major buildings in artistic ways, the old Opera was emerged in “historic light 

art” which – as a gigantic slideshow projected onto the façade - depicted 

milestones from its almost 140-years history. One fateful milestone was when 

allied bombers raided Frankfurt in March 1944 and destroyed most of the old 

town including the Opera. The above image shows a shadow of an aircraft 

“flying” over the building. This was followed by a projection of “the house 

burning”….           
Greetings from Neu-Anspach (which is not far from Frankfurt) 

Hartmut & Evelyn Klein 
 

http://www.kenley-rafa.org.uk/


 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Dear Branch Member, 

As most of you will already know, the RAF celebrates its one hundredth birthday on 1 

April this year and Kenley airfield is just ten months older. Time, if you’ll pardon the 

pun, most certainly does fly and it seems much less than twelve months ago that I was elected as the 

Branch Chairman. 

During the past twelve months your committee has been working hard raising funds and supporting our 

members. 

It’s been another successful year for the Branch. Our membership is 

healthy and growing, not least due to the efforts of the hard-working 

bar volunteers in the Club signing people up, and now stands at 362, 

plus 22 lapsed members yet to sign up for 2018. If you’re one of 

them, please renew today – we’re aiming for 400 members by this 

time next year. Fundraising has also been going well; for example we 

raised just over £500 for the Wings Appeal at the Sky Heroes event on 

the airfield, organised by the Kenley Airfield Friends Group (KAFG) 

and the Kenley Revival Project. 

In August, as has become a RAFA tradition, we laid a wreath at the 

Tribute on the airfield on the Sunday nearest to the Hardest Day. For 

a time it looked as though we would be denied a flypast from the 

Battle of Britain Memorial Flight (BBMF) as all their Merlin engine aircraft had been grounded due to an 

engine fault. So it was doubly special have BBMF Spitfire PS915 make several passes over the memorial. 

More recently the new RAFA memorial plaques were dedicated at St. Luke’s in Whyteleafe during the 

Battle of Britain Sunday service. Thanks to Hartmut Klein, Mike Roach and the Reverend Tim Goode for all 

their hard work to make this happen. Tim is leaving St’ Luke’s for pastures new and will be sadly missed; we 

wish him well. 

We continue to enjoy good relationships with St. Luke’s, the local Air Cadet Squadrons, KAFG and the 

Revival Project. Working together helps us to raise the profile of our charity and the work we do, to 

increase our membership and our fundraising. 

The Portcullis Club is a key part of that, both as a meeting point for all our members and as the venue for 

various fundraising events. I hope you’ll be able to lend your support to at least some of them over the 

coming months.  

As part of the RAF100 celebrations the Branch has got together with the KAFG to organise our own RAF100 

Event on the Portcullis Field. More details will be published soon, for now I can tell you it will take place on 

Saturday 8 September and will include an evening concert and dance with the 35 strong RAF Halton Band. 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT –  

KENLEY & CATERHAM RAFA AGM 20 March 2018 

Phone: 020 86449715 

Email: david.meanwell@kenley-rafa.org.uk 
David Meanwell 

Vera Harvey receiving the richly 

deserved Colin Robinson Trophy 

mailto:david.meanwell@kenley-rafa.org.uk


 

 

 

RAF100 Baton Relay 
  

On 1 April, one hundred years since the 
formation of the Royal Air Force, a specially 
designed baton set off on a journey around 
the UK and abroad. 

The baton will be carried by lots of different 
willing volunteers that all have a connection 
to the RAF and over 100 days will visit 100 
sites associated with the RAF. 

The idea of the baton relay originally began 
as an orienteering challenge and still has a significant element 
of that in it. Each baton carrier will be given just a start and end 
point and they will have to work out the rest themselves. 

The baton will be carried by RAF personnel, cadets, veterans 
and members of the many sporting associations that make up 
the RAF. 

Amongst many means of travel, it will be transported by boat 
along the River Thames by the RAF Rowing Club, carried by the 
RAF Falcons as they parachute from an aircraft, be ridden on 
horseback and power kited along Benbecula. 

The relay began its journey at the Royal Courts of Justice on 1 
April 2018 and will end 100 days later on 10 July on 
Horseguards Parade. 

Keep an eye out for updates on the Royal Air Force social Keep Keep an eye out for updates on the Royal 
Air Force social media channels by searching #RAFBatonRelay and following us on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram. 

 

RAF100 Baton Relay – Stations on 11th April / Day 11:  

DMRC Headley Court and Former RAF Kenley 
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RAF100 Baton Relay arriving at Kenley 

Photo courtesy of CI Kingsley Hamilton 350 (Carshalton & Wallington) Sqn RAF Air Cadets 

https://twitter.com/search?q=%23RAFBatonRelay&src=tyah
https://www.facebook.com/royalairforce/
https://twitter.com/RoyalAirForce
https://www.instagram.com/royalairforceuk/


 

 

 

RAF100 Baton Relay at Kenley 
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Thanks to our Branch’s new Standard Bearer Kingsley Hamilton we can 

print here a selection of images of the RAF100 Baton Relay at Kenley. 



 

 

 

Welfare Report 
  

We are already in April and plans are going ahead for various events and functions to 

commemorate the 100th year of the Royal Air Force. 

At the end of March, Mike Roach, Audrey Eldridge and I attended the AGM of the 

Bourne Society at the de Stafford school. There was quite an interest in our stall and 

Wings and a number of people showed interest in becoming members. 

We have a group of 13 going to Princess Marina House Tuesday April 10 returning 

Tuesday April 17. One person had to drop out due to ill health. 

The coffee mornings held at the Old Coulsdon Centre for the Retired on the last 

Thursday of the month 1000-1200 continue to be popular and we are gaining new members all the time. If 

any of you would like to come along please feel free or if you know someone who might benefit from some 

company send them along. We can provide transport if needed. The centre is a single storey building with 

quite a high hedge around it and is opposite the Tudor Rose row of shops. CR5 1EH.   Ken Raffield said that 

in his mothers day it was known as The Pop Inn. Not sure if that was one or two n’s. 

Please call me if I can be of help.  

My phone number is: 01883 344145. email:harvey.vera@gmail.com 

Kind regards, 
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Vera Harvey 

Vera Harvey.     HWO RAFA KENLEY & CATERHAM BRANCH 

The Parade at this year’s South East & Eastern Area Conference in Peterborough 

Photo courtesy of Ken Bolton 

mailto:email%3Aharvey.vera@gmail.com


 

 

 

Musings from the vice Chairman 
  

As we know the weather has been a bit of a trial this winter and although we are now 
into “Spring” there is still some improvement to go before I venture out into the 
garden, other than to sweep up debris blown in on the high winds that have been so 
frequent these past six months.  Perhaps as I am a year “younger” I have not been out 
on my bicycle quite so frequently peddling my usual route up to the airfield and round 
the perimeter.  I am looking forward to doing so again and observing once more all the 
changes and improvements that are now largely completed all down to the Kenley 
Airfield Friends Group and their successful bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund.  

I am really looking forward to the ATC returning to gliding on the airfield for it has been 
quite a while since they were active and when I was able to sit and relax on one of 
those benches around the airfield and just watch their flying activities and enjoy the 
warm sunshine.  I understand that a planning application has been submitted for 
fencing to be erected around the airfield, which will be public friendly outside of gliding activity.  So let us 
hope the application goes through swiftly and we can all enjoy seeing the colourful and recognisable ATC 
gliders flying overhead once more.  They have been away far too long. 

At the Portcullis Club considerable improvements and refurbishment has been done over the past year and 
thanks to a core of skilled and able people the improvements are now in place for all to see and enjoy.  This 
year as you know celebrates 100 years since the RAF in name came into being on the 1st April 1918.  We 
like so many Branches throughout the UK and beyond are celebrating this event and our Branch and Club 
are no exception. For this - on the 8th September – there will be an evening entertainment with the RAF 
band. This concert will be a ticketed event.  Details on this will be forthcoming in due course.  It should be 
mentioned that the Club are holding a 1940s evening at the Portcullis Club which as always will be a really 
enjoyable and successful evening.   

In March with the help of Vera and Audrey we were invited to have a stall at the 
Bourne Society’s AGM held at the De Stafford School in Caterham.  This was my 
first time but Audrey who is a member of the Society did say it was always an 
enjoyable occasion.  On the day I picked up both my helpers and prior to the 
start of the AGM laid our table out with pamphlets, pictures and general 
literature of the RAF Associations work plus samples of the Wings merchandise.  
There was a quite a show of interest and although not expecting or working for a 
sales pitch made a few pounds towards 2018 Wings total.   

The school hall is a big area with a very, very high ceiling and throughout the 
time we were there it was quite cool and did not take my coat off.  It was not 
until I got home that I started to warm up following a hot mug of tea, the first 
since breakfast. 

By the time you read this copy of the Newsletter the first of the Saturday Fish & Chip lunch’s will have 
happened on the 14 April and with an excellent speaker should be an interesting event. Another one is 
planned for Wings on the 14 June.  A report on how things went will be in the next Newsletter in three 
months time.         

So far in this New Year Branch activities have been rather quiet but looking ahead there is plenty to look 
forward to in addition to the RAF 100 centenary celebrations.  Only a week or two back the ATC I 
understand put on an amateur radio station, GB2KE, a special event call from 450 ATC Squadron HQ.  We 
hope to do the same on the 8th September.  The “Hardest Day” this year falls on Sunday August 19th when 
we plan to have a simple wreath laying ceremony and for the first of our two Radio events, an amateur 
station on the air.        

Mike Roach 
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