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 Sun 19th August, 13:00 
Kenley Tribute 
Hardest Day Commemorations  

 Sun 16th September, 10:45 
St Luke’s Church 
Battle of Britain 
Commemorations 

 Sun 16th September, 13:00 
Kenley Tribute 
Battle of Britain 
Commemorations 

 Sat 13th October, 12:00 noon 
RAFA Portcullis Club 
Fish n’ Chips Lunch (Welfare) 
To register please call Vera Harvey 
on 01883 344145 

 Sun 11th November, 13:00 
Kenley Memorial 
Remembrance Sunday 

  

at a glance 

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 

 

NEWS 

LETTER 

Aug – Oct 2018 / Page 1  
 (date of publication 07/08/18) 

Message from Branch  
Chairman David Meanwell 

Dear reader, 

Apologies for the later than usual appearance  
of this edition of the newsletter. I accept full re- 
sponsibility for the delay as I was away in the USA throughout July. 
Whilst the trip was in no way related to RAFA or military aviation, 
interests (passions?!) have a way of following you around. At 
breakfast one morning in the small Colorado town of Ouray a very 
polite young American family joined our table. As is usual we all 
politely asked each other where we were from and what we did. The 
father of the young family was an F-16 fighter pilot based at Luke Air 
Force base in Arizona. A small world, particularly if you fly a 1,320 
mph F-16 Fighting Falcon! 
Back home in the UK, I’m looking forward to the Battle of Britain 
Memorial Flight flypast over the Tribute on Sunday 19th August. 
Let’s hope this clear weather holds on until then, although it might 

be good if it could cool down a little. We’re hoping for a “three-ship” 

flypast and would love to see you there and afterwards at the 
Portcullis Club (more details in Ron’s report later in the newsletter). 
If you’d like to make our next newsletter larger, I’d welcome your 

contributions, both words and photographs. Just send them to me at 
the email address below.   For now, stay cool and drink plenty of 
your cool liquid of choice! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone: 020 86449715 
Email: david.meanwell@kenley-rafa.org.uk 

David Meanwell 

Download Copy
RAFA
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Portcullis Club News 
The Club has now been using the refurbished Bar Room since it was 
completed in April and the response from members has been very 
complimentary. The whole room is refreshingly bright with light coloured walls, 
a new ceiling with LED lighting, new blinds, and a new carpet. The wall-hung 
pictures have been cleaned and re-positioned with a view to their relevance to 
RAF Kenley reflecting days gone by. 

The ‘1940s Dinner and Dance’ held on the 7th July, was our first Club event 
using the new marquee and all tickets were sold. The 2-course menu was 
based on food available in 1940 and creatively prepared by chef Rory. Table 
decorations were created by Sally Ralph and the Band played music in the 
style of Glenn Miller. Dancing went on till late and everyone had a wonderful 
evening.  

Forthcoming events include:  

The Hardest Day which will be held on 19th August. This will be from 1pm – 5pm with stalls, tea and cakes 
available in the Portcullis field. It is expected there will be a flypast by the BBMF at around 1pm weather 
permitting. 

The 5th Annual Kenley Hot-rod Car & Bike 
Show on September 2nd. This event has grown 
over the years. This year will be bigger and 
better than ever; a family day out not to be 
missed!  

The 3rd Firework Party will be held on Saturday 
10th November and will be marking Armistice 
Day on the 11th November 1918, one hundred 
years ago. Entry will be free but a donation of 
£3 to cover the cost of fireworks will be much 
appreciated. Fireworks will be organised by 
Danny and Jon Harrison and as always will be 
spectacular! 

The Club Committee has decided that for the 
convenience of members, we should offer the 
option of paying by credit or debit card at the 
bar, and this will be introduced from the 1st 
August 2018.  

I hope you all enjoy your 2018 Summer and I 
look forward to meeting you at our Club and 
forthcoming events.  

Best Wishes 

Ron Aspinwall 
Club Chairman  

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 
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Wings Appeal Activities 
  

Armed Forces Lunch for Veterans – 
Monday 25 June 
The lunch was held at the Selsdon Park 
Hotel now under n ew ownership and 
known as De Vere Selsdon Estate.  In 
attendance there were a number of 
members from the Branch and  veterans 
from the Old Coulsdon Centre who 
attend the monthly coffee mornings.    
Following pre-lunch drinks, giving the 
opportunity to mix and greet other 
veterans and friends, this quite large 
gathering were called for the start of 
lunch where we were greeted by the 
Mayor of Croydon, Cllr Khan who 
extended a warm welcome to everyone.   
Cllr Toni Letts OBE, the previous Mayor 
gave a splendid speech on the debt owed by us all for the work and sacrifices by veterans not only in two 
world wars but also the many conflicts since that time. 

The gathering encompassed all three 
services many wearing their regimental 
ties and blazer badges the RAF being 
well represented and no doubt the Navy 
also although I am not sufficiently 
knowledgeable to recognize them all.   
Although not held every year, the last one 
two years ago, thanks must go to the 
Croydon Commitment  who planned and 
brought together the many elements that 
made this Armed Forces Lunch so 
enjoyable and the splendid location in 
which this function was held.  Selsdon 
Park Hotel has a long history first 
mentioned and recorded in 361 AD to the 
present day 1100-year history. 

Wings – Old Coulsdon Village Fair – Saturday 7 July 
     
We attended this very popular annual event run by Coulsdon Manor Rotary Club held in Grange Park on yet 
another swelteringly hot day.  Thanks to Andy Pegler, the RAFA Branch Support Officer for Surrey and 
Sussex, we had the use of their very nice 3 x 3 metre Gazebo our own one having been damaged beyond 
repair earlier. 
By 1200 hours we had set up the Wings stall and we were ready for business. Thanks to Ken Bolton who 
helped with the installation together with Mavis, Kirsty and Mike & Diana who helped throughout the day.  
Business was brisk and although not confirmed as yet takings were about the same as last year or even 
better.  Unlike last year it was the Saturday when England  were playing Sweden and by 1430 the crowds 
had migrated back to their homes or Pub/s to watch the match, kick off being at 1500 hours local time.  
Because of this, and the loss of power to the centre and the Rotary control and announcement caravan, the 
Park was quite quickly shutting down and by 1700 hours the field was largely cleared. 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff of the Purley & Coulsdon Clubs for the Elderly for 
the use of their Minibus that transported the two rather heavy gazebos and ancillary equipment to and from 
our houses. So a very successful day anyway. 
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Ken Bolton (centre left) is talking to an 
ATC Cadet. Each and every table had 
a young cadet person with them.  
(Photo courtesy Diana Metcalfe) 

The speaker who can be seen standing in the background  is Cllr Toni 
Letts OBE (Croydon Council)              (Photo courtesy Cynthia Roach) 

 APFIELHLBIBOHKAKEICK
 ABOLBKDMHCAONKEDBHFK
 AIHOEACPMNHJCAMCIPNK
 AAHOEEMCBFOJFIMFEDJK
 AAOCCCOOIGEAIIOMOKEK

S000N

P
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
/
0
0
0
0
0
1
/
2
/
2



 

 

 

Wings Appeal Activities - continued 
  

Wings - Open Day at Surrey Fire Brigade HQ and Rescue Service Reigate - Saturday 14 July 
A month or two ago we were invited to the above centre for an Open day with the Wings display stall.  It 
was very hot day but fortunately for us the location for our stall was inside one of the many large garages 
that would normally be home to Fir  e Tenders with their large red doors. Inside it was relatively cool all day 
and this attracted visitors and in particular to the Wings Stall. The Lucky Air Base with the spinning Harrier 
was a great attraction with the children, especially when they won a prize each time. These we had to stock 

up half way through not realising its 
popularity, Kirsty knowing Reigate 
well purchasing replacement stocks.    

As you can imagine the show was a 
crowd stopper the extensive grounds 
able to enthral the many hundreds of 
families and their children with 
numerous Fire Brigade and rescue 
vehicles of all shapes and sizes. All 
brightly painted and polished 
including a large turn table vehicle its 
ladder extended to some 60 feet or 
more.   

Back at the stall business was very brisk especially the model Harrier that must have circled the world 
distance wise for most of the day. Although a tiring day Wings wise it was well worth it and a very enjoyable 
time meeting all the many families who supported the stall. Our grateful thanks to Kirsty, our daughter Sarah 
and her husband Paul who provided a respite break for both of us.   

At the end of the day the packing up was completed and stacked ready for loading into our car very quickly 
for we were able to drive into the garage which made walking to and fro minimal. The Fire Brigade Staff on 
duty were all very helpful and obliging in every way for which we heartily thank them. As it was so 
successful the organiser is looking to run it again next year. 

Cynthia & Mike Roach    Wings Organisers 

The new Data Regulations 

Because you are a valued Kenley & Caterham RAFA member and subscriber to our newsletter we hold 
your contact details in our database.  
You are probably aware that there were important changes to the European data protection laws in May this 
year. The implementation of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) gives individuals in the EU 
more control over how their data is used and places certain obligations on businesses and other 
organisations that process information of those individuals. 
RAFA’s Privacy Policy fully reflects the new requirements of the GDPR. At both Branch, Regional and 

National levels we are committed to transparency regarding how we use and keep your data safe. We 
encourage you to read RAFA’s Privacy Policy on the Internet at https://www.rafa.org.uk/privacy/.  
You can unsubscribe, or change your subscription preferences from email to post or vice versa, at any time.  
Either email us at david.meanwell@kenley-rafa.org.uk or write to the return address shown in this 
newsletter.  
We hope you will continue to find our newsletters interesting and informative. 
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